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Dear Ministry Friend and Colleague: 

 

Ever feel the need to disconnect from the demands of ministry? I am not ashamed to confess that I do; after all, though 

I am called of God to do His work, I am only human. Those moments demand that I find or make time to recharge my 

spiritual and physical batteries, enabling me to return to a refreshed and productive state of mind and being. The need 

for renewal and reflection for those in ministry is the reason for PAUSE, the annual retreat for the ministers and 

ministers’ spouses of our network. And as your superintendent, bishop and pastor, I—along with my lovely and 

talented wife, Lisa—am especially excited about this year’s retreat. We’ve been working on it since last year’s retreat 

and we think it’s going to be even better than that one! We hope you will make every effort to be there because you 

will be blessed as you Relax, Refresh and Renew. 

 

PAUSE ’19 takes place in Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, and the dates are September 23-25. Once again will be staying 

at the MainStay Suites Hotel and Conference Center. This is a great property, one that’s been very well received 

by our ministers since we began staying here a couple of years ago. It’s just off the main strip of attractions but seems 

far away with lots of space for walking, relaxing and enjoying the company of your ministry network friends. And 

each spacious room is like your own mini-apartment, complete with a sitting area and fully-equipped kitchenette. It’s 

awesome! 

 

The cost is $395 for a couple or $325 for a single not sharing a room. This includes two nights lodging, four meals 

(two dinners and two breakfasts), an evening reception and a show. (NOTE: Each year a portion of the retreat expenses 

are underwritten by the network through the Healthy Ministers Fund. This ensures that the rates are kept as affordable 

as possible for those attending.) 

 

In addition to the leisure activities, we will have special sessions devoted to the relational and spiritual enrichment of 

our ministry couples. Lisa and I feel very strongly about the need for healthy interpersonal relationships between those 

involved in ministry. We also believe that we can facilitate the intentional development of such relationships through 

events like PAUSE. To this end we will have special Refresh and Renew sessions after dinner at the hotel on Monday 

evening and again after breakfast on Tuesday morning. It’s going to be a time for us to connect with the Lord and one 

another, so don’t miss it! 

 

This year I have invited the ministry leaders of the Tennessee Assemblies of God to share with us. Terry and Susan 

Bailey are amazing people, very down to earth and genuine. God has used this couple to minister to Lisa and me many 

times during our years of service as a superintendent and wife and we know they will do the same for you. Susan has 

a phenomenal and inspirational testimony of overcoming depression that was recently featured in AG News, while 

Terry truly has the heart of a shepherd. You will love these folks and they will bless and encourage you! 

 

Finally, you must register and make full payment postmarked by Monday, August 19, to be guaranteed a room 

at the special retreat rate. After this date, rooms will not be available at this rate and may not be available at 

all. So don’t delay. Hope to hear from you soon and to see you at PAUSE! 

 

Your friend and ministry partner, 

David W. Dillon 

Network Pastor/Superintendent 
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